Church Families to pray for this week:

Dylan Johnston & Taylor Dehner Ron & Mada Jones

Alicia Justus & Family Kevin & Kim Kaufeld & Family
Mary Keller Calvin Klatt

Lynn Kluegel Charles Knapp

Things I'd like to remember from today’s service:




Weekly Scripture Readings
March 24, 2024

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, instructed us to “stay in love
with God” by worshipping, studying scripture, attending Communion, fasting and
through public and private prayers. In order to help facilitate daily scripture reading
and prayer, this insert contains readings for each day as well as a prayer for the week.
The scriptures from Monday through Wednesday reference the readings for the prior
Sunday, and Thursday through Saturday reference the scriptures for the following
Sunday. We hope that these daily scripture readings and prayer will help you to
deepen your relationship with God as we seek to live into our call to be disciples of
Christ.

Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV)

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount
of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never
been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, "Why are you doing this?”
just say this, "The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” They went
away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying
it, some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They
told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread
their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the
fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom
of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem
and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (NRSV)
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever...."
Open to me the gates of righteousness,

that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;

the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me

and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.



Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!
O LorD, we beseech you, give us success!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LoORD.
We bless you from the house of the LORD.
The LORD is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God, I will extol you.
O give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.

Isaiah 50:4-9a (NRSV)
The Lord GoD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GobD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards.
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord GobD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Philippians 2:5-11 (NRSV)
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.



And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Daily Scripture Readings

Monday, March 25 Tuesday, March 26
Psalm 133 Psalm 134

Matthew 16-27 Mark 14-15
Wednesday, March 27 Thursday, March 28
Psalm 137 Psalm 138

Luke 22-23 John 17-19

Friday, March 29 Saturday, March 30
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24
Psalm 22 Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
Hebrews 10:16-25 1 Peter 4:1-8

John 18:1—19:42 Matthew 27:57-66

Prayer for the week: Christ our God, your love is poured out in death for our sakes.
Hold us in your embrace as we wait for Easter's dawn. Comfort us with the promise
that no power on earth, not even death itself, can separate us from your love; and
strengthen us to wait until you are revealed to us in all your risen glory. Amen.

Next Sunday: The scripture for Easter Sunday, March 31, is Acts 10:34-43; Psalm
118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 and Mark 16:1-8. Next Sunday's message,
"Life and Death, Death and Life" will be on the passage from Mark. Next Sunday is a
traditional service and we will celebrate with the sacrament of baptism and do a
reaffirmation of baptismal vows.

Questions to help you prepare: What do you think happened on that first Easter
morning? If you were there with the women, what do you think your response would
have been? Why? How does this even tie into our celebration of baptism? What is the
new life we receive in Christ? In the waters of baptism?
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