Church Families to pray for this week:

Loren & Jolene Hatler Brian Haynes
Tito & Cathy Hinojosa Nels Hoffman
Sarah Hoffman & Family Doris Jackson
David & Loui Janecky Nathan & Chelsea Johnston

Things I'd like to remember from today’s service:




Weekly Scripture Readings
March 17, 2024

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, instructed us to “stay in love
with God” by worshipping, studying scripture, attending Communion, fasting and
through public and private prayers. In order to help facilitate daily scripture reading
and prayer, this insert contains readings for each day as well as a prayer for the week.
The scriptures from Monday through Wednesday reference the readings for the prior
Sunday, and Thursday through Saturday reference the scriptures for the following
Sunday. We hope that these daily scripture readings and prayer will help you to
deepen your relationship with God as we seek to live into our call to be disciples of
Christ.

Ephesians 4:1-6 (NRSV)

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit,
just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and
in all.

John 15:1-17 (NRSV)

Jesus said, "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father’'s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.”

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any



longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I
have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will
give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands
so that you may love one another.”

Psalm 51:1-12 (NRSV)
To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after
he had gone in to Bathsheba.
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgement.
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.

You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit.



Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NRSV)
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin
no more.

Daily Scripture Readings

Monday, March 18 Tuesday, March 19
Psalm 122 Psalm 123
John 10-11 John 12-13
Wednesday, March 20 Thursday, March 21
Psalm 124 Psalm 125
John 14-15 John 16-17
Friday, March 22 Saturday, March 23
Psalm 127 Psalm 130
John 18-19 John 20-21

Prayer for the week: Sovereigh God, you have established your rule over
the human heart, not by force but by the servant example of Jesus Christ.
Move us by your Spirit to join the joyful procession of those who confess
Christ Jesus with their tongues and praise him with their lives. Amen.

Next Sunday: The scripture readings for Sunday, March 24, are Mark 11:1-
11 and Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29. Next Sunday is Palm and Passion Sunday. After
waiving our palm branches in triumph, we will then turn to the passion
narrative as we hear it from Mark.

Questions to help you prepare: The cries of celebration of Palm Sunday
quickly turn to cries of crucify, and denial and desertion by the disciples. Why
do you think that happened? How does it happen today? How do we
participate in both sides of those cries?
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