
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I was watching a college football bowl game a few weeks ago, and a team was trying
for a field goal. But, there was a bad snap and the football didn’t get down in time for
the kicker to kick it. And the worst part was then the kicker just stood there. The other
team was rushing in to try and block the kick, or now try and tackle the holder, but he
just stood there. After a few seconds he realized what was happening, and tried to
block someone, but it was too late, and the holder was tackled.

But, as it was happening it occurred to me that the kicker had no idea what to do. I
can’t believe they hadn’t ever practiced a bad snap, but if they did, they certainly
didn’t do it enough that the kicker automatically reverted to the plan for this situation.
He was not ready for a change from what he expected, even though he should have
been. He had not been prepared and trained to be ready to succeed even when the
situation he expected failed.

One of the reasons why Bill Belichick, the head coach of the New England Patriots, is
regarded as one of the greatest football coaches is ever is because he not only thinks
about those things, but works with his teams on them. He knows where the sun will
be in the stadium at certain times, or how the wind might swirl differently as a game
progresses and makes decisions around those things. Not just at home, but even at
stadiums on the road, and that wisdom can change the outcomes of games.

So, another example. In the Dallas Cowboys game on Sunday, the Cowboys threw a
pass right down the middle of the field that wasn’t caught by the receiver because he
was blinded by the sun and couldn’t see the ball. And, again, my thought was how
was it that the quarterback, let alone the coaches, didn’t know not to throw that pass
at that time to that place because the receiver would be blinded by the sun when they
turned around? This was their home field. They should know it better than anyone
and be able to use that knowledge to make the smartest decisions possible in order
to win.

But, this is where we also come to recognize that there is a difference between
knowledge and wisdom. Knowledge is useless if it doesn’t lead to anything, or cause
us to better. The kicker had the knowledge that snaps are going to go wrong, but not
the wisdom to either know what to do or better yet to practice what to do. He certainly
had not witnessed and practiced hundreds of bad snaps so that he could
automatically respond in an appropriate way. The Cowboys had the knowledge to
know the sun could be blinding, but not the wisdom to make decisions about it.

This Sunday we move into the book of Proverbs which is part of the wisdom literature
in the Bible. As an umbrella term, wisdom literature represents a quest to understand
or answer some of life’s basic questions, like why bad things happen to good people,
as Job explores. And out of that exploration, it also seeks to provide guidance on how
to live a righteous life and to pass that wisdom on from generation to generation.

That’s what Proverbs seeks to do is to give guidance on how to live, and to help us to
know it so we can practice it over and over again so that we understand it and it
becomes wisdom. Something we do, or don’t do, not just because it’s a habit but
because we understand the reasons why we do something, or not, and the
ramifications for making other decisions.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tASP9sNtfPI


As part of our own knowledge and wisdom, I know that not worshipping in person is
not ideal, and, as I said on Sunday, not having you in the sanctuary has the leaders
missing the energy that you bring to the service as well. But, we are trying to keep
everyone as safe as we can from our side.

As I also said on Sunday, we have a new piece of technology that we were originally
planning on rolling out in February, that we are rolling out now that will assist in
worship, especially with online worship. It will allow you to stream the service, register
your attendance, give electronically, chat with one another, submit prayer requests,
and many other things, all in one place.

It can be accessed on your computer or your smartphone (which, we should note, is
not a wisdom phone), and you will find more information about it below in this
newsletter. We will also be putting together a video that will be sent out this week and
will also be shown before worship begins on Sunday to help you prepare.

Thank you for your patience and understanding, and may we all continue to grow in
knowledge AND wisdom of the Lord.

Blessings,
John

What I'm currently reading:
Veritas: A Harvard Professor, a Con Man and the Gospel of Jesus' Wife by
Ariel Sabar
The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity  by Jill
Lepore
Several different books on Proverbs

Worship News

All Sunday School classes and small group
meetings will be online only through the end of

January.

Sunday, January 23, 2022
Online Worship Only.

Scripture Readings: The scripture readings for Sunday, January 23, are Proverbs
1:1-9; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a and Luke 4:14-21. Next week we begin a
new worship series on the book of Proverbs, and the message, "Wisdom:, will be on
the passage from Proverbs.

Questions to help you prepare: : How do you define/understand wisdom? How is it
different than intelligence? Is the receiving of wisdom limited to a certain group?
From whom can we learn wisdom? Why is that important? Why does wisdom
literature form such a significant portion of scripture? What is Jesus’ relationship with

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/53146675-veritas?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=XFwiAqXJqN&rank=8


wisdom literature?
 

10 a.m. Worship Online Only
streamed online at Facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart,

our website at FirstInYourHeart.org
http://lafumc.churchcenter.com/

Prayer for the week:

In you, O Lord our God, we find our joy, for through your wisdom and your prophets
you formed a people in mercy and freedom, in justice and righteousness. Pour your
Spirit on us today, that we who are Christ's body may bear the good news of your

ancient promises to all who seek you. Amen.

Did you miss a Sunday or just want to here the message again, you can view
previous Sundays on YouTube.

New Series Peter, Paul and Mary Magdalene
Sunday, January 16, 2022
"Apostle to the Apostles"

Church Community

We are introducing a new way to interact with your church community, digitally.
Through Church Center, you and your family can participate in worship, find
information about events and opportunities, and deepen your faith. 
 
Church Center is available for Apple and Android phones and tablets, and newer
Kindle fire devices. You can also use a computer, through a web browser, to interact
with all the same features. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart/
http://lafumc.churchcenter.com/
http://lafumc.churchcenter.com/
http://lafumc.churchcenter.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/FUMCLA/videos


Set-Up is quick, and we are here to help with any questions you might have along the
way. Phillip Ortega will be available on Thursday and Friday this week from 8:30 am
to 3:30 pm, or by email at other times if you would like help installing Church Center
on your device or signing up.
 
To download the Church Center App for your phone or tablet:
For Apple devices, go to the Apple Store
For Android devices, go to the Play Store
·    Search for “Church Center” (The App is called “Church Center App”)
·    Select “Download” or “Install” 
·    Open Church Center
·    Select “Get Started”
·    Enter 87544 to search our area
·    First UMC Los Alamos should be the first option
·    Select it by clicking the icon
·    Select “This is my church”
·    Sign-In
o Follow the instructions to sign in using either your phone number or email
o You will be sent a confirmation code to whichever method you used
o Answer the remaining question to your preferences
 
Accessing Church Center through a web browser is much more straightforward.
However, you will need to sign in to your account to use all the features fully. Those
steps are identical to the sign-in steps listed above.
 
go to lafumc.churchcenter.com
 
We are excited about what this system can assist us in doing. 
 
Features include:
 
Join our live worship service online through the app, or watch it later.
 
During worship, you can:
Register your attendance 
Chat with others in worship
View and download worship bulletins, inserts, and scripture guides
Give electronically
Send prayer requests
 
Additional features to access at any time:
View our church calendar of events with additional information about events,
including contact person, time, and location
Send a prayer request either for private pastoral prayer or public distribution 
Download our most recent newsletter
Give electronically, including setting up recurring giving
Visit our full website
Manage your profile: Add a profile picture and/or update contact information.
With more features to come
 
Members of our One Board have tested this new technology. Their feedback was
overwhelmingly positive, with some suggestions to make this process easier.
 
1.  Sign Up early. Do not wait until a few minutes before signing in, as the process
may take longer than you think.
2. Check your personal information. Make sure your name, number, and email match
under profile settings
 
Some features are still being polished: Please let us know if you notice a problem
with ANYTHING. We want to build this community tool to be as good as possible, and
every bit of feedback is helpful. As we continue to adapt to this ever-changing world,
we are excited to use new tools to help us grow. The launch of this new tool is not a
replacement for anything we are currently doing, just a new way to interact and
engage with each other.

http://lafumc.churchcenter.com/


 
Blessings,
Phillip Ortega

Bible In A Year
You are being encouraged to read through the Bible in
2022. We will publish the recommended daily readings for
each month at the beginning of the month.

Here are the first readings for the week:
January 19:  Matthew 13:1-30          Genesis 46, 47, 48
January 20:  Matthew 13:31-58        Genesis 49, 50
January 21:  Matthew 14:1-21          Exodus 1, 2, 3
January 22:    Matthew 14:22-36         Exodus 4, 5, 6

January 23:    Matthew 15:1-20           Exodus 7, 8
January 24:    Matthew 15:21-39         Exodus 9, 10, 11
January 25:    Matthew 16                   Exodus 12, 13
January 26:    Matthew 17                   Exodus 14, 15

January Readings

Martha Circle
Thursday, January 25
2:15 p.m. via Zoom

We invite you to join us Tuesday, January 25 at 1:15 p.m. on Zoom. Carol Mead has
planned an informative program on the Health Security Act, we hope you’ll be able to
attend and enjoy the fellowship. Carol will send out a Zoom link on Tuesday morning,
if you would like her to include you email Carol Mead.

All Booked Up Selects New Book
The Girl with Seven Names

The Girl with Seven Names is the next book for
discussion at All Booked Up.  Mesa Library has a
paper copy as well as an mp3 audio version. It's on
the UMW Kindle and there will be a paper copy in the
UMW library. Put March 9 on your calendar for
meeting date.

This book is an extraordinary insight into life under one of the world’s most ruthless
and secretive dictatorships – and the story of one woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid
capture/repatriation and guide her family to freedom.

As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was one of millions trapped by a
secretive and brutal communist regime. Her home on the border with China gave her
some exposure to the world beyond the confines of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the
famine of the 1990s struck, she began to wonder, question and to realize that she
had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the repression, poverty and starvation
she witnessed surely her country could not be, as she had been told “the best on the
planet”?

https://files.constantcontact.com/e246e42d701/a76a03dc-8432-40ff-9ab2-38337deb217b.pdf
mailto:cjmead@ansr.biz


Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She could not have imagined
that it would be twelve years before she was reunited with her family.

Ark News
Do you know someone who loves to work with kids?
We are hiring we need subs, a floater, and 3 lead teacher. Please
let them know, you can check our website or call the Ark office, at
505-662-4822 or email, arkbusiness@lafumc.org.

Missions

L.A. Cares Cart
The L. A. Cares cart is out in the foyer of the church. You
may stop by throughout the week to drop off donations. We
have a new of items of items that they currently need.

L.A. Cares List

At this time they are not collecting rice, peanut butter, canned pumpkin,
hotel size personal care item or bottled water.

We will be collecting for the homeless in January. There will be a box in the Narthex
for items.

Items needed:
Men’s socks
Men’s underwear
Women’s socks
Women’s underwear
Warm hats
Warm gloves
Bandaids
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Bar soap
Travel size hand sanitizer
Travel size shampoo
Non-perishable food: granola bars, energy bars, peanut butter, crackers, sardines,
tuna, nuts, etc.

mailto:ArkBusiness@lafumc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/e246e42d701/0aae3daa-b499-4bbd-8a51-f9dcac058423.pdf


"For an easier way to donate socks and underwear,  check out our donation page on
givesocks.org. This is a way to give a large donation (24-pack minimum) and have it
shipped directly to the church. A 24-pack of socks is only $29.99; a 24-pack of
underwear (assorted sizes) is $49.99."

You may recognize a few of our friends volunteering at the monthly Mobile Food
distribution at the Catholic church on Canyon Road. It's almost time for their monthly
food distribution on Friday, January 28 at 11 a.m. If you'd like to volunteer you can
register online at The Food Depot.

Paper for Water
Roses are red,

Violets are blue,
Flowers don't last long,

But origami ornaments do!

Instead of flowers this year, gift your special Valentine a one-
of-a-kind origami card or ornament that gives back to support clean water efforts
around the globe. Your loved one will surely cherish a gift that gives back and will
last.
To place your Valentine's donation and select your special thank you gift, you can visit
us online and have it shipped to the home of your loved one at
www.paperforwater.org/origami .

Giving

https://www.givesocks.org/products/first-united-methodist-church-los-alamos-new-mexico
https://www.givesocks.org/products/first-united-methodist-church-los-alamos-new-mexico
http://givesocks.org
https://thefooddepot.org/volunteer/
https://www.paperforwater.org/origami


We have three ways you can make your tithe and offering payments.

Beginning January 1, 2022 we are using a new vendor so any payments that you set
up through Realm will no longer be valid. You can set up giving through our new
online system by following the directions below. If you need help please contact the
church office at 505-662-6277.

1. Go to our website then click on "Give Securely Online" at the top righthand
column. That will take you directly to online giving and will walk you through the
steps.

2. "Text any dollar amount to 84321 to give."
3. You can mail your checks to the church office:

715 Diamond Drive, Los Alamos, NM 87544

We thank you for your faithfulness!

Steps to setup Online Giving

UMCOR
United Methodist Committee on Relief

UMCOR is one of the first responders in cases of natural disasters. 100% of the
money you donate goes to provide relief. If you wish to donate you can write a check

to FUMC with a note UMCOR or you give online and note UMCOR .

Celebrations

https://files.constantcontact.com/e246e42d701/bb9d0bb9-d1eb-48b2-b29f-15ed01dd5025.pdf


Birthdays
Jan. 2 Caroline Johnston
Jan. 5 Denise Brown
Jan. 5 Dennis Gill
Jan. 6 Robyn Collom
Jan. 8 Caroline Rousculp
Jan. 13 Bodil Brandow
Jan. 14 Greg Dale
Jan. 17 Lloyd Brown
Jan. 19 Jensina Sheppard
Jan. 21 Landry Milnes
Jan. 24 Joseph Dale
Jan. 27 Jim Little

Anniversaries

Jan. 4 Howard and Kim Granzow

If you see your name missing or the date needs corrected
please email church office at office@lafumc.org.

In our thoughts and prayers

Praise:
Praise for our church leaders and Pastor John!
Praise Lynn Kluegel's brother and sister-in-law have recovered from
Covid.
Praise the teachers and children of the Ark are back in school.

New/Ongoing Prayers:
Mada Jones' granddaughter, Natalie Trumblay is on bed rest awaiting
the birth of her baby in February.



Doris Jackson fell and broke her arm.
Martin Reeves, one the missionaries we support who serves in Peru,
has been diagnosed with prostate cancer. Prayer for wisdom in
making decisions on treatments.
Prayers and traveling mercies for those traveling.
Sheila Molony's brother, John, is still in hospital awaiting MRI.
Prayers to relieve the pain so MRI maybe performed.
Traveling mercies for Sheila Molony as she travels between Los
Alamos and Colorado Springs.
Prayer for Rafael's mother in law, Lori Ann Montoya, for her health
and well being.
Carl Bailey gaining strength after heart surgery.
Prayers of healing for De Anne Christoffersen, Thomas Collins,
mother in law, had a tumorous kidney removed.
Wally Alford, family friend of the Courtright family, has cancer.
Fred De Vires' daughter, Karen, will be undergoing chemotherapy to
try to reduce the size of a tumor on her breast.
Wendy Collins, Valerie's sister in law, who experienced a series of
strokes and is recovering with therapy in Nevada.
For those dealing with mental illness
Fred DeVries, Brenda Finch, Sarah Kelly, and Herald Kruse.
Our church family and friends at Aspen Ridge: Helen Benson and
Erlene Seay.

If you have a prayer or concern you would like to add to the prayer wall
please feel free to stop by and fill out a card, call the church office, or email
office and we'll add your prayer to the wall. Don't forget when the prayer is
answered to stop by and stamp the back it has been answered.

The prayer wall is located in the main hallway just outside the church office.

Calendar of Events

All Sunday School classes and small group meetings will be online
only through the month of January.

Sunday, January 23
9 a.m. Bible History Class via Zoom

10 a.m. Traditional Worship Online only
11:30 a.m. Inquirer's Sunday School Class via Zoom

3 p.m. The Little Sunday School Class via Zoom

Tuesday, January 25
1:15 p.m. Martha Circle via Zoom

6 p.m. One Board via Zoom

Visit our website

mailto:office@lafumc.org
http://firstinyourheart.org


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
If you need to reach Pastor John email Pastor@lafumc.org

or the church office at office@lafumc.org.

Communications:
Please send articles for midweek and bulletin by Tuesdays at NOON.

Submit article here.

Follow Us      

mailto:pastor@lafumc.org
mailto:office@lafumc.org
mailto:Churchnews@lafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40FUMCLosAlamos&src=typed_query
https://www.youtube.com/user/FUMCLA

