
 Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

January 10, 2021 

10 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

Rev. John W. Nash, Senior Pastor 

Serving in Worship: 

Music Director: Valerie Collins  Accompanist: Yelena Mealy 

AV Team: Don Casperson   

WE PREPARE 

Gathering Music 

Welcome 

Call to Worship 

Leader: The Spirit of the Lord moves across the water. 

People: The voice of the Lord is over the water. 

Leader: In the waters of baptism we are made new. 

People: We are a new creation in Christ. 

Leader: In baptism we are reconciled with God 

People: We are given the ministry of reconciliation. 

Leader: God gives strength to God’s people. 

People: May God bless us all with peace. 

Leader: Together let us pray: 

All: God of cleansing water, 

     just as Jesus went to the Jordan 

     to be baptized 

     so too do we begin our journey at the font. 

We are water-washed and Spirit-filled; 

    dead to sin and alive in Christ, 

    knowing that there is  

    one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  

    one body, one God and Father of all. 

In remembering our baptism 

    help us to remember your grace 

    and the gift of your Spirit 

So that all that we do may bring honor to you. 

Amen. 

Opening Hymn: UMH #145 Morning Has Broken 

Morning has broken 

Like the first morning, 

Blackbird has spoken 

Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! 

Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing 

Fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall 

Sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dewfall 

On the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness 

Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness 

Where his feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight! 

Mine is the morning, 

Born of the one light 

Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, 

Praise every morning, 

God’s re-creation 

Of the new day! 

Prayer for Illumination 

O God of new beginnings, 

     you call us your own 

     promise us your love 

     and give us the Holy Spirit. 

As we hear your word this day 

     may it seep into our hearts, 

     flood our minds, 

     and be the light that guides our steps 

so that we might be known 

    as your beloved children 

    and our church may transform lives. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Epistle Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:4-11 

Hymn of Preparation: UMH #723 Shall We Gather at the River 

Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 

Refrain:  

Yes, we'll gather at the river, 



The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 

On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. 

(Refrain) 

Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we every burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. 

(Refrain) 

Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease; 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. 

(Refrain) 

Message: “Christ Centered” 

Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament  

of Baptism we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. We are 

incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation and given new 

birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God's gift, offered  

to us without price. 

Pastor: On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you 

renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil 

powers of this world, and repent of your sin? 
People: I do. 

Pastor: Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you  

to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they 

present themselves? 

People: I do. 

Pastor: Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your 

whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, 

in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all 

ages, nations, and races? 

People: I do. 

Pastor: Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as 

contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Do 

you believe in God the Father? 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray: Eternal Father: When nothing existed but 

chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. 

In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. 

After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw 

your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through 

the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land 

which you promised. 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a 

womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. He 

called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and 

resurrection and to make disciples of all nations. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who 

receive it, to wash away their sin and clothe them in righteousness 

throughout their lives, that, dying and being raised with Christ, 

they may share in his final victory. 

Dip your finger into water and making a sign of the cross of other, 

or your, forehead saying “Remember your baptism and be 

thankful.” 

Pastor: The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through 

water and the Spirit, you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 



Hymn of Response: 

FWS #2051 I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry 

I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 

To see your life unfold.  

I was there when you but a child, 

With a faith to suit you well;  

In a blaze of light your wandered off  

to find where demons dwell. 

When you heard the wonder of the Word 

I was her to cheer you on;  

You were raised to praise the living Lord, 

To whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time 

And you join your hearts as one,  

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme 

from dusk till rising sun. 

In the middle ages of your life, 

Not too old, no longer young, 

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, 

Complete what I have begun. 

When the evening gently closes in  

And you shut your weary eyes,  

I’ll be there as I have always been 

with just one more surprise. 

I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I’ll be there when you are old, 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,  

To see your life unfolded. 

Pastoral Prayer 

Leader: Give strength, O Lord 

All: and bless us with peace. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name. 

   thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done  

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread  

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil  

   for thine is the kingdom and the power 

   and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Special Music 

Doxology: UMH #95 Praise God From Where All Blessing Flow 

Praise God,  

From whom all blessings flow, 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above the heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 

Closing Hymn: UMH #569 We’ve A Story To Tell To The Nations 

We've a story to tell to the nations, 

That shall turn their hearts to the right, 

A story of truth and mercy, 

A story of peace and light, 

A story of peace and light. 

Refrain: 

For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 

And the dawning to noonday bright; 

And Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, 

The kingdom of love and light. 

We've a song to be sung to the nations, 

That shall lift their hearts to the Lord, 

A song that shall conquer evil 

And shatter the spear and sword, 

And shatter the spear and sword. 

(Refrain) 

We've a message to give to the nations, 

That the Lord who reigneth above 

Hath sent us his Son to save us, 

And show us that God is love, 

And show us that God is love. 

(Refrain) 

We've a Savior to show to the nations, 

Who the path of sorrow hath trod, 

That all of the world's great peoples 

Might come to the truth of God, 

Might come to the truth of God. 

(Refrain) 



Blessing Sending Forth 

Postlude 

Notes:  
CCLI: #180709 & Streaming #20126721 

Call to Worship: Rev. John W. Nash, with words from Psalm 29, 2 Corinthians 5, 

Ephesians 4, Rev. Robert Ingram and Rev. Adam Hamiliton  
Morning Has Broken: Eleanor Farjeon © 1989 United Methodist Publishing House 

Prayers for Illumination: Rev. John W. Nash 

Shall We Gather At The River: Robert Lowry © Public Domain 

I Was There To Hear Your Borning Cry: John Ylviasker © 1985 John Ylviasker  

Pastoral Prayer: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion © 2013 John Knox press 

Doxology: Thomas Ken © Public Domain 

We’ve A Story To Tell To The Nations: H. Ernest Nichol © Public Domain 

 

Prayers of the Church: 

Praise: 

Praise for our church leaders and Pastor John. 

 

New/Ongoing Prayers: 

Crystal Dale’s, Aunt Jo and son, complications from COVID. 

Healing for friends and family who have COVID. 

Increase cases of COVID in Los Alamos and surrounding counties. 

For our community, state, nation and world in this pandemic. 

For all those having to make difficult decisions. 

For our world, communities, healthcare workers, helpers and the 

sick.  

Our missionaries and their families.  

Health: Mary Courtright, Barbara DeMarsh, Trudy Filer, Sheryl 

Gregory, Stacey Eaton and Herald Kruse.  

Aspen Ridge: Helen Benson, Grace Odgen, and Erlene Seay. 

 

 

 

Work of the Church 

In-Person Worship: Due to the spike in COVID cases and the 

upcoming holiday season, One Board has decided to temporarily 

shift worship to online worship services through Sunday, January 

17. 

Upper Room Devotionals:  Now available Jan./Feb. Upper Room 

Devotionals. You can find regular and large print booklets outside 

of the church on the bench.  

All Booked Up: Wednesday, January 13, 10 a.m. When Breath 

Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi. All Booked Up will meet on 

Wednesday, January 13, at 10 a.m. via Zoom to discuss When 

Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi.  This inspiring, exquisitely 

observed memoir finds hope and beauty in the face of 

insurmountable odds as an idealistic young neurosurgeon 

attempts to answer the question What makes a life worth living? 

The book is available in the UMW library in the church library, at 

Mesa Public Library in Kindle, Overdrive, Hardback and books on 

CD.  Email Carol Mead, cjmead@ansr.biz for a Zoom invitation. 

Collection for Homeless: Our church will be collecting items for 

the homeless from now until January 31. 

We will then pack them into swag bags (bags with cords to enable 

carrying them). The bags will be available for church members to 

carry in their cars, to hand out to homeless people. We will have 

different bags for women and men.  Bags which have a piece of 

yarn tied to the top designate women’s bags. Since we don’t 

normally see a lot of homeless women around here, you won’t 

need very many of those. 

Any leftover bags will go to shelters. 

We will collect non-perishable food items; warm hats, gloves and 

socks; and  hygiene items. Boxes for donations will be in the lobby 

of the church. If you come when the church is closed you can put 

them in the blue bin in front of the church. 

Create & Discover: We invite you to join on Thursday, January 

14 at 7:15 p.m. for our zoom gathering. Our program will be a 

video followed by discussion about the challenges faced by  Afro-

American culture and their struggle to get ahead. We will send out 

a zoom invitation on Thursday morning, if you wish to join us 

email Carol Mead, cjmead@ansr.biz for an invitation. 

Imagination Library: Thank you for your generosity! We are 

excited to announce our Christmas Eve donations were $845.00. 

That will provide books for 28 families with children birth – 5 years 

old.  

Basic Lay Servant Training: Saturday, January 16 at 9 a.m. 

Rev. Bonnie Hardesty will facilitate this class. To register go 

https://na.eventscloud.com/593928. This class is train members 

to serve in church leadership roles. 

Lay Readers & Ushers: We hope to return to in person worship 

soon. If you are interested in serving as a Lay Reader or Usher 

please call or email the office. If you don’t wish to continue to 

serve please let us know as well. Thank you for helping us 

worship. 

Ecumenical Lenten Devotions: Please submit your three 

favorite psalms and we will assign, and send guidelines. Deadline 

to submit is January 29. 

mailto:cjmead@ansr.biz
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First United Methodist Church 

715 Diamond Drive  Los Alamos, NM 87547 

505-662-6277 FirstInYourHeart.org 

 

Rev. John W. Nash, ext. 101……………………... pastor@lafumc.org 

Valerie Collins……………………………………. dirmusic@lafumc.org 

Julie Risch, ext. 102 ………………………………… office@lafumc.org 

Amy Worcester, ext. 104……………………….. finance@lafumc.org 

 

Ark Staff 

Tamryn Clancy, Ark Director…………….…  arkdirector@lafumc.org 

Linda Nash, Assistant Director…………….   arkbusiness@lafumc.org 

 

Weekly Calendar: 

Jan 10:  8:30 a.m. Inquirer’s Sunday School on Zoom 

              8:45 a.m. High School Sunday School on Google 

    9 a.m. Bible History Sunday School Class on Zoom 

    10 a.m. Traditional Worship  

    11:15 a.m. Conversations on Zoom 

Jan. 13:  10 a.m. All Booked Up on Zoom 

Jan. 14:  7:15 p.m. Create & Discover on Zoom 

Jan 17:  8:45 a.m. High School Sunday on Google 

    9 a.m. Bible History Sunday School Class on Zoom 

    10 a.m. Traditional Worship  

    11:15 a.m. Conversations on Zoom 

   11:30 a.m. Inquirer’s Class on Zoom 

              3:00 p.m. The Little Class on Zoom 

 

Today’s full service may be watched on Facebook and YouTube  

At the conclusion of the service it may be found on our website 

(firstinyourheart.org) by scrolling to the bottom to the Facebook 

feed. Just the message will be posted on our YouTube page on 

Monday.  

 

If you, or someone you know, needs a DVD or CD of the 

service to listen to it, please contact the church office. 

Sermon by Phone is available for those who wish to listen to 

Sunday’s service. Simply dial 505-662-7019. The sermon is 

available by noon on Sunday throughout the week. 
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