
First United Methodist Church of Los Alamos 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 13, 2020 

10 a.m. Worship 
Rev. John W. Nash, Senior Pastor 

 

Serving in Worship: 
Music Director: Valerie Collins     Music: First Light  

AV Team: Don Casperson and Abigail    
Ushers: Geniece Courtright and Tito Hinojosa 

Lay Reader: Sam 
 

WE PREPARE 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship 
Leader: Together let us pray: 
All: God of Abraham, Jacob and Isaac, 
God of Sarah, Rebekah, Hagar, Leah and Rachel 
     our lives are broken and troubled 
     just like those we hear about in scripture. 
As Paul says, we do not do what we want 
     but we do what we know we shouldn’t 
      and we all fall short of your glory. 
And yet, you are ever faithful, 
     able to redeem all situations 
     and ready to forgive 
     even before we are ready to ask. 
You also say that to be forgiven, 
     we must forgive, 
     not just seven times, or 77 times, 
     but even 70 times 7 times. 
Help us, like Joseph, to be a forgiving people: 
     to give forgiveness, 
     to seek forgiveness, 
     and to live in forgiveness every day 
     so that your glory might be known by all. 
Amen. 

Songs of Praise: 
Forgiveness 

It's the hardest thing to give away 
And the last thing on your mind today 

It always goes to those who don't deserve 
It's the opposite of how you feel 
When the pain they caused is just too real 
It takes everything you have to say the word 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 

It flies in the face of all your pride 
It moves away the mad inside 
It's always anger's own worst enemy 
Even when the jury and the judge 
Say you've got a right to hold a grudge 
It's the whisper in your ear sayin' set it free 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 

Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Help me now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness 

It'll clear the bitterness away 
It can even set a prisoner free 
There is no end to what its power can do 
So let it go and be amazed 
By what you see through eyes of grace 
The prisoner that it really frees is you 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Oh forgiveness, forgiveness 

Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness I want to finally set if free 
Show me how to see what your mercy sees 
Help me now to give what you gave to me 
Forgiveness oh forgiveness 

Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Forgiveness 
 



This is Amazing Grace 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of glory the King above all kings 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of glory the King above all kings 

(Yeah) (Oh) This is amazing this grace, 
This is unfailing love 
That you would take my place, 
That you would bear my cross 
You laid down your life, 
That I would be set free 
Oh Jesus I sing for all 
That you've done for me. 

Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of glory the King of glory 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of glory the King above all kings 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy, worthy, worthy 
All that you've done for me 

You are my King, (Amazing Love) 
I'm forgiven 
Because you were forsaken 
I'm accepted 
You were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 

Because you died 
And rose again 

Amazing love 
How can it be 
That you my King 
Would die for me 
Amazing love 
I know it's true 
It's my joy to honor you 
In all I do I honor you 

You are my King 
You are my King 
Jesus you are my King 
Jesus you are my King 

Prayers of the Church 
Leader: God in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayers. 

WE HEAR 

Prayer for Illumination 
Leader: Let us pray. 
All: O God of life and breath, 
     as we hear our foundational stories, 
     may we hear your call  
     to faithfulness and righteousness, 
     and learn to respond  
     like our mothers and fathers in the faith did, 
     so that we too may claim and live into 
     our covenantal relationship with you. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading:  Matthew 18:21-35 

Second Scripture Reading: Genesis 50:15-21 

Message: “Forgiveness”  

WE RESPOND 

Offering 
Please place your tithes and offerings into the offering plates at the front or back of the 

sanctuary. Online offering may be made by going to our website FirstInYourHeart.org, text 
LAFUMC and $ amount to 73256 to give using your text messaging or you may send your 

offering to the church by mail. 

http://jgpicazomemoirs.blogspot.com/2011/12/part-3-what-marriage-has-taught-me.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 

Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen 

Communion 

Lord’s Prayer 

Receiving Communion 

Closing Song: Thrive 
Oh oh 

Here in this worn and weary land 
Where many a dream has died 
Like a tree planted by the water 
We never will run dry 

So living water flowing through 
God we thirst for more of you 
Fill our hearts and flood our souls 
With one desire 

Just to know you and to make you known 
We lift your name on high 
Shine like the sun make darkness run and hide 
We know we were made for so much more 
Than ordinary lives 
It's time for us to more than just survive 
We were made to thrive 

Into your Word we're digging deep 
To know our Father's heart 
Into the world we're reaching out 
To show them who you are 

Joy unspeakable 
Faith unsinkable 
Love unstoppable 
Anything is possible  (REPEAT 3X) 
Oh oh 
Oh oh 

Blessing Sending Forth 

 

Please register your attendance online using the comment section under the livestream or 
send an email to office@lafumc.org. Let us know all who are worshipping with us today. 
 

Notes: 
Opening Prayer: Rev. John W. Nash 
Forgiveness: Matthew West © 2012 External Combustion Music, Songs for Delaney, and 
Songs of Southside Independent Music Publishing 
This is Amazing Grace: Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro, and Phil Wickham ©  2012 Bethel       
Music, Seems Like Music, Sing My Songs, Phil Wickham Music, and Warner Chappell Music 
You are My King, (Amazing Love): Billy Foote © 1996 worshiptogether.com songs  
Prayers of the Church: Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion (c) 2014 John Knox Press 
Prayer for Illumination: Rev. John W. Nash 
Doxology: Thomas Ken and Louis Bourgeois © Public Domain 
Thrive: Mark Hall and Matthew West © 2014 My Refuge Music, Sony/ATV Tree Publishing, 
External Combustion Music, and Songs for Delaney 

 

Today’s full service may be watched on Facebook and YouTube  
At the conclusion of the service it may be found on our website 
(firstinyourheart.org) by scrolling to the bottom to the Facebook feed. 
Just the message will be posted on our YouTube page on Monday.  

 

If you, or someone you know, needs a DVD or CD of the service in 
order to listen to it, please contact the church office. 

 

Prayers of the Church: 
Praise: 

Praise for our church leaders and Pastor John. 

New/Ongoing Prayers: 

Mary Courtright prayer for results from PET scan to show no signs of 
new growth or cancer. 

For our community, state, nation and world in this pandemic. 

For all those having to make difficult decisions. 

For our world, communities, healthcare workers, helpers and the sick.  

Our missionaries and their families.  

Sarah Kelly, adjusting to new home 

Kay Reiswig’s daughter-in-law and family in Russia 

The Hundleys as the travel to their new home in South Carolina. 
 

Health: Trudy Filer, Tessa New, Mary Courtright, Caysen Courtright, 
Sheryl Gregory, and Herald Kruse.  

Aspen Ridge: Erlene Seay, Helen Benson, Grace Odgen, and Ed Dale.  



Facebook: www.facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart/ 
Twitter: @FUMCLosAlamos 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/FUMCLA 
 

Work of the Church 
 

In-Person Worship Reminder: If you do not feel well or have had a fever 
in the last 24 hours, please stay home. If you do not feel safe attending, 
please stay home. You may continue watching worship on both Facebook 
and YouTube. If you are watching from home, you are encouraged to pick 
up communion elements from the church in advance. 
 

Communion Elements: We are planning on continuing to receive 
communion every Sunday through September 13. If you are worshipping 
from home, we strongly encourage you to pick up prepackaged elements 
so you may participate in communion with us. You may pick them up from 
the office during regular office hours, or pick them up at the bench outside 
the doors. We have gluten free elements on order. 
 

Coming to the Church During the Week: CYFD has lessened their 
restrictions on access to the building during the week. But, if you need to 
do more than just go to the office or sanctuary, we do ask that you call 
ahead so that we can coordinate access with you. 
 

Help Prepare Sanctuary: Do you have 30 - 45 minutes to spare? Julie is 
looking for volunteers to prepare the pews for Sunday morning. It would 
be a great opportunity to visit with a friend and practice social distancing 
while doing it. I need at least 2 volunteers, if others would like to help we 
can put together a rotation. Worship materials are printed by Thursday at 
noon. This could be done on Thursday afternoon or Friday morning. 
Call the church office for me information, 662-6277. 
 
Making Ends Meet: When Working Isn’t Enough Workshop: 
Martha Circle invites our church family to a Zoom workshop called 
Making Ends Meet: When Working Isn’t Enough, on Tuesday, September 22, 
at 1:15.  Jill Dixon from the Santa Fe Food Depot will help us see the 
everyday challenges of families with lower incomes trying to provide for 
their household needs.  We will explore the life of a family with two 
adults who are working full-time at minimum wage jobs. They have two 
young children. Each month, this family is forced to make heartbreaking 
choices. Walk in their shoes. What would you choose?  

Mark the date on your calendar.  If you contact Carol at 
cjmead@ansr.biz, she will send you an invitation on that Tuesday 
morning.  If you have not attended a Zoom meeting before, call Carol a 
day or two before and we’ll walk you through the process. 
 

Book Discussion Group: Join our book discussion group that meets 
every other month, 5 times a year, usually on the second Wednesday at 
10 a.m. This time we will meet on September 23 (via Zoom) to give 
everyone ample time to read Right Here, Right Now: The Practice of Christian 
Mindfulness by Amy Oden. This book is available as a Hoopla e-book 
from Mesa Public Library. There is no limit on the number of people 
who can check it out at the same time. We also have a copy on the UMW 
shelf under the window in the church library. 
 

Leadership Conference: Every year, the Church of the Resurrection, 
the largest United Methodist Church in the country, hosts three days of 
workshops, keynote speeches and worship to provide practical ministry 
tools and strategies to help strengthen leadership and the local church.  
 

The conference will take place September 24-25, and includes more than 
20 workshops. The registration fee is $69, and includes access to all the 
workshops and speeches for one year. To register or find out more 
information you can go to li.cor.org.  If you would like to attend and 
need financial assistance, the church will pay the registration fee. See 
Pastor John if you would like to attend. 

 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart/
http://www.youtube.com/user/FUMCLA
mailto:cjmead@ansr.biz

