
 

One Board August Meeting Minutes 
August 25, 2020 

 
In attendance:  Rev. John W. Nash, Lynn Kluegel, Tommy Morris, Ann LePage, Don 
Casperson, Valerie Collins, Camille Wescott, Tamryn Clancy, Carol Mead, Julie 
Risch, Joe Reynolds, Kim Granzow, and Marianna Shoberg. 
 
Opening Prayer & Devotional - Rev John  
Matthew Chapter 6: Do not worry about tomorrow.  Advent planning: “Do not fear”. 
 
Review and Approval of the July Minutes:   
Motion to approve the minutes with changes by Valerie Collins,  seconded by 
Camille Wescott.  Motion passed. 
  

PLEASE NOTE: I am trying something new this month. Each section of the minutes 
will include the report submitted in preparation for the meeting.  The goal is to 

provide everyone with all the information in one place. The only exception is the 
Financial Reports which will be in a separate PDF. 

Pastor’s Report: Rev. John W. Nash 
● We have not yet applied for the PPP loan forgiveness because Enterprise has not 

yet started accepting applications. The last word we received was possibly 
starting September 8. But there has also been some debate about those under a 
certain limit not having to apply at all. The last number Amy heard was $150k, 
and our loan was for $157k 

● Even though the president has signed an executive order deferring payroll taxes, 
we will still be subtracting them from everyone’s paychecks so that no one ends 
up with a significant tax liability at the end of the year. If Congress decides to 
act and forgive those amounts we will return them to the employees, otherwise 
we will pay them as normal. 

● We have three more Sundays left in our Genesis series. There were some stories 
I had hoped to cover that we will not get to because of scheduling. But, I have 
the message on the Tower of Babel, which we missed, and am working on Noah, 
which are the messages from the two Sunday’s I missed in July. 

● Our next worship series will be looking at the beatitudes and comparing them 
against the seven deadly sins, which will cover us through the end of October. In 
November we will look at the three offices of Christ: Prophet, Priest and King. 

● I don’t have a good clue yet as to what to do for Advent, but I am attending a 
seminar on Tuesday talking about Advent and Christmas in the time of Covid, 
and I am hoping that might give me some guidance. My only hesitation with that 
is that none of the panelists are actually working in churches at the moment, 
and so I don’t know if their information will be all that practical. 
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● I have registered for the Church of the Resurrection’s Leadership Institute for 
this year which will be all online on September 24-25. I went to Kansas City for it 
last year, and have gone in prior years, and highly recommend it. I have more 
information, and we will also be putting it into the newsletter. Registration is 
only $49 before September 1. 

● I went to a clergy gathering last week and they all asked me about our water 
tank project, and one church also wanted to become involved. Good job by our 
missions team! 

● What I also found out from that conversation is that we are the only church 
from those gathered that have reopened for worship, and they had lots of 
questions about what we were doing and how it’s going. I do have to say that I 
am very glad that I am not transitioning into a new church this year, and those 
clergy and churches need lots of prayers. 

● Our visibility team is still at work on plans for rolling out our new logo, with the 
first piece in the newsletter last week. Our plan is to complete that and have 
“swag” with the new logo on it for Sunday, September 13.  Hopefully our new 
website will also be completed by then, or at least far enough along that we can 
have it up as well. 

● We will be having a conversation about when/how we begin to reopen the 
church to meetings and other groups. The biggest question I have is what 
criteria are we going to use? 

Minutes for the Pastor’s Update:  
● John has been asked to join the board for  Los Alamos Retirement Community 

which is the nonprofit that owns Aspen Ridge and Sombrillo.   
● John attended a workshop on Advent and Christmas in the time of Christmas.  In 

November, John and Valerie will meet to discuss Christmas worship.  Others 
that are interested are invited to attend.   

● John is planning to start doing a daily devotional for the congregation starting in 
September.   

● Ann suggested a devotional series for Advent as she found that helpful in the 
past.  
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Financial Report:  Attached separately. 

Minutes of the Financial Discussion: 
Income continues to be very good and there is a positive change in Net Assets for 
the month and for the year. 
The checking account balance is still low due to the Ark checking account issue.  It 
took Enterprise 2 months to fix the checking account for the Ark. The Ark owes at 
least $108,000 as shown as receivables on the balance sheet. 
Corrections are being made such as the Debt Relief Capital Campaign due to 
coding.   
Tommy noted that our income is more steady than it has been in the last few years. 
Blessings that people are continuing to give despite the changes to worship 
through COVID.   
Carol stated that people may be giving more regularly since they are not travelling 
as usual. 
  
Minutes for Planning the use of the Church building for groups again: 
The Scouts have asked when they can start coming back to the building.  The 
Scouts have been meeting outside and on zoom over the summer.   
What would it look like for groups to use the church again?  
● We should ask groups to sanitize at the end of their meetings to maintain 

compliance for the Ark.  The Ark would train groups on how to sanitize the 
space and where to find supplies.   

● Masks are required along with social distancing.   
● The guidelines for church gatherings is 25% of the capacity.   
● What is the limit for other groups?  State guidelines have been a maximum of 5 

people.   
● The state will be updating the Health Orders for the state this Friday, 8/28.   
Don also mentioned there is a family looking at having a wedding in December. 
John added that the family has been notified that the guidelines in place will apply 
to the wedding as well; if the Sanctuary is closed then the wedding cannot take 
place in the church. 
Tommy proposed that we wait for new state guidelines and the One Board needs to 
write up the requirements for using the church space.  This means we cannot 
respond to the Scouts until after the September One Board meeting.  Julie is 
informing the Boy’s group of Boys Scouts while John is notifying the Girl’s group of 
the Boy Scouts. 
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Ministry Highlights  

Report from ARK Childcare Development Center: Tamryn Clancy  
-Our school year is off to a good start. We currently have 67 children enrolled. 
-Our enrollment is down due to COVID, so we will continue to advertise for 
enrollment, hoping our numbers will go up. 
-The childcare stabilization and recovery grant was submitted on August 11th. 
Hopefully we will hear from them soon. 
-Tammie attended church on August 23rd.  She talked about our preschool with the 
church congregation. 

Minutes for the Ark Discussion: 
We are approving an ad for the Daily Post that will be done soon.  Advertising 
through Facebook from the Ark’s Facebook Page and a COVID group on Facebook. 
Please like the Ark and share, share, share!  (Like the church too if you haven’t 
already.) 

Trustee Report:  Landry Milnes 
Electrical and plumbing work is being done. 
Minutes for Trustees:  The water damage needs to be repaired in Valerie’s Office. 

Caring Team Ministry Report: Carol Mead  
Crisis and Caring Report 
The Bible History class had a drive-by baby shower for the Butters family.  People 
continue to care for each other in tangible ways. 

Stephen Ministry Report 
We’re starting a book review column in the midweek newsletter to be published 
periodically.  We hope that this will help make people aware of the books available 
on the Stephen Ministry shelf in the library. We’ve added several new books lately. 

Minutes for Caring:   No additions to the report.   
Julie brought up the Sermon by Phone program.  The Sermon is uploaded after the 
service, approximately noon on Sunday.  The prior week’s sermon will be available 
until the new service is posted.   
Don reminded us that DVDs of the service are also available though they have not 
been used. 
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Sending Report (Mission & Outreach Ministry): Ann LePage  
Our missions raised enough for 25 Water Tanks for the Navajos Nations.  There 
were reports in Los Alamos Daily Post and the Methodist Conference New Letters. 
We are collecting Diapers and Depends for the Food Depot in August.   
In September we are using budgetary funds to help people pay for utilities.   
Ann added:   We sent $4970 to Paper for Water from our congregation’s donations 
to the Navajo Water project.  (In addition to the Missions donation sent earlier.) 
This month we will send $700 to the Los Alamos Utility department for their special 
fund to help residents pay utility bills. 

Minutes for Sending:   Ann met with the District Missions Meeting.  
The Four Corners Native American Ministries has been gathering 25 families in the 
most need; they are interested in the larger tanks from the Paper for Water 
program for those families.   
There are concerns about special giving for Christmas.  We need to think about 
how that will look this year.   
There are concerns about the hurricanes in the Gulf which UMCOR plans to 
respond to.  UMCOR’s face-to-face interactions will have to change.  They will need 
more planning, new training and additional funds.   
Thanks to Julie for publishing news about the Paper for Water program.  Other 
churches are interested in supporting the Paper for Water program. 

Growing Team Ministry Report:  Carol Mead 
Doris Jackson is preparing a name plate, Kathy Siebe a cover ,and Carol Mead a 
bookmark for the Bible for our third grader, Robin Watkins. 
Carol is back to providing Sunday school materials for the younger set of children. 
Every week Julie provides 2 children’s bulletins, one for preschool and one for 
elementary kids that go with the church service.  

Minutes for Growing:  The position has been open since Lisa Jo’s departure.  Carol 
submitted what she knew about our Growing ministry.  Third grade Bibles:  we have 
one 3rd grader so we will find a way to honor the student this year though it’s 
different in COVID. 
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United Methodist Women’s Report: Carol Mead  
● The Conference UMW held our annual Mission u on Zoom on August 15. The 

topic was Finding Peace in an Anxious World.  Ten of the Fifty-five ladies that 
attended were from Los Alamos.  The Conference UMW annual meeting will also 
be on Zoom in October. 

● Thirteen ladies completed Reading Program plans this year.  That is the most 
readers we have had in our memory. 

● There is a hymnal for people to sign for Sarah Kelly as she moves to 
Albuquerque and a card for Mike and Pam Hundley as they prepare to move to 
South Carolina. 

Minutes for United Methodist Women :  No discussion 

Connect Ministry: Camille Wescott  
No report this month. 

Minutes for Connecting:   Wesleyan Small Group pilot women’s group has ended; it 
was very successful.  Lynn would like to continue.  Lynn mentioned we could have 
more online groups meeting if people are interested. 

Lay Leaders Report: Camille Wescott & James Barefield 
No Report this month. 
Minutes for Lay Leaders:  No discussion 

SPRC Report: Geniece Courtright 
No report 

Minutes for SPRC:  No discussion 
  
Minutes for Additional discussion?  
Request for reports timing, currently the email is sent Monday morning for reports 
to be submitted by Thursday the week before the meeting.  Feel free to send 
reports early: for instance, any group may submit their report after their meeting 
even if that is before the Reports Request Email is sent.  A note will be added to the 
Report Request Email reminding you to put a note on your To-Do list.   
 
Closing Prayer: Lynn  
 
Next Meeting:   Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6 pm - 8 pm 
Request for reports on Monday, September 14.   
Due on Thursday, September 17 
Publish on Saturday, September 19 
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