
A Celebration of God’s Word 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 29, 2020   10 am 
 

WE PREPARE 
Welcome 

 

Opening Song         First Light 
 

A Living Prayer 
In this world I walk alone with no place to call my home 
But there's one who holds my hand 
The rugged road through barren lands 
The way is dark, the road is steep 
But he's become my eyes to see 
The strength to climb, my griefs to bear 
This Savior lives inside me there 

 

In your love I find release 
A haven from my unbelief 
Take my life and let me be 
A living prayer my God to thee 

 

In these trials of life I find 
Another voice inside my mind 
He comforts me and bids me live 
Inside the love the Father gives 

 

In your love I find release 
A haven from my unbelief 
Take my life and let me be 
A living prayer my God to thee 
Take my life and let me be 
A living prayer my God to thee 

 

Call to Worship      Pastor John & Lay Reader 

 

Centering Prayer                Pastor John 
Sung Response: Lord Have Mercy, Christ Have Mercy 

 

Prophetic Reading   Ezekiel 33:7-16              Lay Reader 

 

Prayer of Confession                 Lay Reader 
Lay Reader: Therefore, let us confess our sins before God 
     and one another: 

All: Lord of Life, 
     we come to you 
     consumed by our worry and our pain. 
When we blame you for not being there in our need, 
     forgive us. 
When we turn away from you in moments of loss, 
     guide us back to your faithful arms. 
For we long to put our faith 
     in your promised healing 
We yearn to truly believe 
     that you are the resurrection and the life. 
Teach us one more, Merciful One, 
     that you weep when we weep 
     and rejoice as we find our way home. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance and Pardon            Pastor John 

 

Praise Songs                  First Light 
Forgiveness 

It’s the hardest thing to give away 
And the last thing on your mind today 
It always goes to those who don’t deserve 
It’s the opposite of how you feel 
When the pain they caused is just to real 
It takes everything you have to say the word  
Forgiveness, forgiveness 

 

It flies in the face of all your pride 
It moves away the mad inside 
It’s always anger’s own worst enemy 
Even when the jury and the judge  
Say you’ve got a right to hold a grudge 
It’s the whisper in your ear sayin’ set it free 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Forgiveness, forgiveness 

 

Show me how to love the unlovable 
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help me now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness  
 

It’ll clear the bitterness away 
It can even set a prisoner free 



There is no end to what its power can do 
So, let it go and be amazed 
By what you see through eyes of grace 
The prisoner that it really frees is you  
Forgiveness, forgiveness 
Oh forgiveness, forgiveness  

 

Show me how to love unlovable  
Show me how to reach the unreachable 
Help now to do the impossible 
Forgiveness I want to finally set it free 
Show how to see what your mercy sees  
Help now to give what you gave to me  
Forgiveness, forgiveness 

 

At The Cross (Love Ran Red) 
There’s a place 
Where mercy reigns and never dies 
There’s a place  
Where streams of grace flow deep and wide 
Where the love I’ve ever found 
Come like a flood come flowing down 

 

Chorus: 
At the cross at the cross 
I surrender my life  
I’m in awe of you, I’m in awe of you 
Where your love ran red and my sin washed white  
I owe all to you I owe all to you (Jesus) 

 

There’s a place 
Where sin and shame are powerless 
Where my heart  
Has peace with God and forgiveness 
Where all the love I’ve ever found 
Comes like a flood come flowing down 

 

Here my hope is found  
Here holy ground 
Here I bow down here I bow down 
Here arms open wide 
Here you saved my life 
Here I bow down here I bow (down) 

Prayers of the People     Pastor John & First Light 
You hear us calling, you hear us calling 
Abba father, Abba father 
You hear us calling, you hear us calling 
Abba father, Abba father 

 

Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
Christ mercy 

 

 
WE HEAR 

Prayer for Illumination                            
    Lay Reader: Together let us pray: 

O God, 
when Jesus was asked about prayer, 
in his instruction, 
he said, "when you pray”, 
not "if you pray." 
Guide us and lead us 
in hearing and following 
Jesus’ own example 
of how he lived in prayer, 
that we too might be a people of prayer. Amen. 

 

Psalm Reading            Psalm 130             Lay Reader 

 

Epistle Reading       Romans 8:6-11              Lay Reader 

 

Gospel Reading       Luke 23:26-34               Lay Reader 

 

Message       “On the Cross”             Pastor John 
 

 

WE RESPOND 
Affirmation of Faith               Pastor John   
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 

We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 

We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 



 
We believe that God is in the arid desert  
as well as in green pastures, 
and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 

We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, 
and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. 
 

We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 

This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen. 

 

Offering 
Online offering may be made by going to our website FirstInYourHeart.org 

Or you may send your offering to the church by mail. 

 

Closing Song            First Light 

 

Lead Me to the Cross 
  Savior I come quiet my soul 
Remember redemption’s hill 
Where Your blood was spilled  
For my ransom 

 

Everything I once held dear 
I count it all as loss 

 

Lead me to the cross  
Where your love poured out  
Bring me to my knees  
Lord I lay me down                                                       
Rid me of myself  

  I belong to You 
  Oh lead me lead me to the cross 

 

You were as I tempted and tried human 
The word became flesh 
Bore my sin in death 
Now You’re risen 

 

To your heart 
To your heart 
Lead me to your heart 
Lead me to your heart. 

 

Blessing and Sending Forth               Pastor John 
 

Please register your attendance online using the 
comment section under the livestream or send an 

email to office@lafumc.org . Let us know all who 
are worshipping with us today.  

 
 

 

Notes: 
A Living Prayer: Ronald Block © 2004 Moonlight Canyon Publishing 
Centering Prayer Response: Ben Kilgore, Evan Wickham, Ian Cron, David Gungor, 
and John Arndt © 2015 The Brilliance Designee 
Prayer of Confession: Abingdon Worship Annual 2017 
Assurance and Pardon: Abingdon Worship Annual 2017 
Forgiveness: Matthew West © 2012 External Combustion Music, Songs for Delaney, 
and Songs of Southside Independent Music Publishing 
At The Cross (Love Ran Red): Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman, Matt Armstrong, Ed 
Cash, and Chris Tomlin © Countless Wonder Publishing, Fots Music, McKittrick 
Music, Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs 
Prayers of the People: Ben Kilgore, Evan Wickham, Ian Cron, David Gungor, and 
John Arndt © 2015 The Brilliance Designee 
Affirmation of Faith: Patmos Abbey 
Lead Me To The Cross: Brooke Fraser © 2006 Hillsong Publishing 
 

Prayer for Our Church Family & Friends 
Praise & Thanksgiving: 

Praise for a community that’s comes together in crisis to care for each                                                        
other. 

New and Ongoing Concerns: 
     Janet Huffman, heart surgery. 

Our world, communities, healthcare workers, helpers and the sick. 
     Kurt Benner currently having health issues. 
     Debra Youngblood during this time of transition. 
     Barbara Trautlein 
     Our missionaries and their families. 
Health:  
      Hazel Devries, Trudy Filer, Tessa New, Rolf Engleman, 
      Mary Courtright, Caysen Courtright, and Sheryl Gregory. 
Aspen Ridge:  
      Bobby Joe Phillips, Glenn & Erlene Seay, Helen Benson, 
      Grace Odgen, Ed Dale, Patricia Mendius and Sarah Kelly. 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/FirstInYourHeart/ 


