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This week’s scripture:
John 11:1-45 (NRSV)

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha.

2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.

3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.”

4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glo-
rified through it.”

5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.”

8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying 
to stone you, and are you going there again?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world.

10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 
them.”

11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”

12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be 
all right.”

13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep.

14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.
15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may be-

lieve. But let us go to him.”
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 

“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb four days.
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 

and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother.

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home.

21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.

22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”



24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resur-
rection on the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.”

29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him.
31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 

Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.

34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.”

35 Jesus began to weep.
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of 

the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was lying against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 

dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.”

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.

42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.”

43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!”

44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.
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Fill-in-the-blank
Use the word list below to fill in the puzzle. Then find 

the words in Ezekiel 37 and write the verses where they 
appear on the line.

Word list
bones ____________________
bring ____________________
breath ____________________
came ____________________
cover ____________________
dry ____________________
enter ____________________
feet ____________________
flesh ____________________
lying ____________________

middle ____________________
people ____________________
prophesied _________________
sinews ____________________
skin ____________________
spirit ____________________
spoke ____________________
thus ____________________
together ___________________
valley ____________________
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Use the code below to learn this week’s key passage:
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Building Faith Brick by Brick
Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead

John 11:1-45
This is a project you can do with your family using whatever LE-

GO’s or other building blocks you have handy. Invite each member of 
your family to use bricks and figures to respond to the story. This 
can be done individually or in small groups.

Questions
Where is this story found in the Bible? 
What is its place in the Bible story? 
Who are the main characters? 
Where in the biblical world did it happen? 
Where is this in today’s world?

Building questions
Has Jesus ever disappointed you? 
What do you think it was like to be a disciple of Jesus? 
What is it like to completely trust in God? 
What do you think it will be like to live forever with God? 
Does the story of the tomb remind you of any other stories?

Suggested blueprints
You should try to build based on what you hear in the story and 

in response to the questions. But if you get stuck, here are a few 
suggestions: Martha, Mary, Lazarus, Jesus, crowd, tomb, bandages, 
death, life

Snacks to continue the story
• muffin “tombs” (top pulled off and insides slightly hollowed out) 
• cotton-candy”bands of cloth” 
• marshmallow-creme “bandages” on a cookie “person”

— Emily Slichter Given



This week’s story:
A Vision of Bones Come Alive 

Ezekiel 37:1-14
The book of Ezekiel in the Hebrew Bible, or Old Testament, is 

known for visions or dreams, with mes sages from God for the proph-
et Ezekiel. This is Ezekiel’s most famous vision. 

God’s Spirit came over Ezekiel and took him to a big val ley filled 
with bones. Ezekiel was plunked down right in the middle of all those 
bones. Then God’s Spirit led Ezekiel all around this valley so he could 
see how many bones were there and that they were old and dry. A 
valley filled with dry bones!

“Human,” said God, “can these bones come alive again?”
Ezekiel knew the answer, “Only you, the Lord God, can answer 

that question.” 
As if to prove that Ezekiel was right, God told him to say to the 

bones, “Listen, bones! The Lord God says to you, ‘I am going to 
breathe life into you. You will be alive again! I will put muscles on you. 
I will cover the muscles with flesh and skin. Then I will breathe life into 
you. When you come alive, you will know that I am God.” 

Ezekiel did exactly as God told him, using the very same words. 
When he stopped talking, a great rattling and a tremendous shaking 
began. The bones came together to form skeletons. Then the skele-
tons were covered with muscle and the muscles were covered with 
flesh and skin. But these bodies just lay on the ground, for they were 
not yet alive. 

Again God spoke to Ezekiel. “Speak to the breath and say, ‘The 
Lord God says to you, “Come from the four winds. Breathe life into 
these dead bodies.” ’ ” 

Again Ezekiel did exactly as God told him, using the very same 
words. In the blink of an eye, the bodies came alive and stood up. Eze-
kiel was surrounded by a great crowd of people, maybe more than he 
could count. 

Ezekiel was speechless. He didn’t know what to think. Then God ex-
plained the vision to him. “These bones are the people of Israel. While 
they are forced to live in Baby lon, away from home, they feel dead 
and have no hope. They are sure they are finished. I want you to tell 
the people these words from me: I am giving breath and life to you. I 
will take you to a good land where you can plant and grow food. Then 
you will know that I am God. This is what the Lord says.” 

Prayer
God, who brings life, when we forget that you are God, remind us 

of the valley of dry bones vision so we remember that you bring life 
and hope. Amen.

— Carol A. Wehrheim, Feasting On The Word Children’s Sermons





Explore the Good News
Read Ezekiel 37:1-14.

Questions
The bones first became bodies, but the passage states that the 

bodies had no breath. If you had to guess, what in God’s breath gave 
the bodies life?

Ezekiel prophesied that God would give Israel its own land. Why 
was this so important to the people of Israel? Why was it tied so 
closely with what gave them life?

What positive actions can be taken so that suffering individuals 
can feel as if they are a part of the community? 

Take a moment to think about what may cause hopelessness in the 
lives of others. Could it happen to you? Is it happening to you?

Take a moment to think about the lives of those who are living in 
depression. Could this be you?

Take a moment to think about what it must be like to be isolated. 
What it must be like to be truly lonely. Have you ever felt truly lonely?

Meditation
Try your best to focus on these words:
“I can break the cycle of pain and suffering in my community. I, with 

the help of my community, can bring
light into darkness. We will be hope for the hopeless. We will bring 

joy to cast away despair. We will breathe
life back into dried bones.”

— Simon Pak, General Board of Church and Society





Sermon notes
Read Luke 23:26-34. Has someone done something to you which 

you cannot forgive? What have you tried? If you haven’t tried, why 
not? Jesus’ last prayer is one of forgiveness. Why? What does that 
mean for us?

— Rev. John W. Nash


