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SPECIAL DATES 
COMING UP: 

 

Palm Sunday 
April 15 

 

Holy Thursday Service 
April 18 at 7 p.m. 

 

Easter  April 21 
Service Ashley Pond  

6:15 a.m. Sunrise  
 

Services at FUMC 
8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.  

 

Native American  
Sunday Offering  

May 5 

   Everything is in a state of flux and disarray.  It is too early 
to say good bye, and too late to start anything new.  I can’t 
put anything away because it will have to be taken out and 
packed very soon.  We are packing up the house and still 
trying to live in it for two more months.  I am trying to fin-
ish out a 40 year ministry as strong as possible while trying 
to arrange for pension and Social Security payments.  In the words of an 
ancient sage of the 1970’s, Vennie Barbarino, “I’m so confused!” 
     What we know is this: we are the Church and we have ministry to do  
together.  We will be the Church and with Rev. John Nash at the helm of 
First UMC Los Alamos, the ministry you do together will continue to be 
strong.  We also know that no matter what has been and will be decided 
by the General Conference of the UMC, we will continue to be an open, 
welcoming and gracious local Church to anyone who walks (or wheels) 
into our doors.  
   Between now and the time Elaine and I leave, there is much to look  
forward to and do together.  This is our last Holy 
Week and Easter together.  I am excited about the 
series of messages I am doing: This Matters. On 
Palm/Passion Sunday the message is about the sac-
rifice Jesus made on the cross.  Look for a special 
twist to this message that is not usually heard about 
sacrifice.  On Easter the message will be about the 
crucial place resurrection and eternal life have in 
Christian faith and life.  For the remainder of my 
time with you, I’ll be sharing the rest of what I be-
lieve matters about Christian theology and practice.  
It feels strange to me that I have only 11 Sundays left 
with you. 
   I hope you will be here for all of this.  These are  
exciting times.  The United Methodist system of 
sending and receiving pastors is a strange and wonderful thing. Elaine 
and I will move one day and John and family will move in the next.  The 
Cabinet of the New Mexico/Northwest Texas Area has worked diligently 
to make a great appointment for you and the Nash’s.  I am excited for you 
and your future as well as for the Trout’s future. 
 

Your Servant and Friend in Christ, 
Steve 

First UMC Los Alamos: Making Disciples for the Transformation of the World 
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“What we 
know is this: 

we are the 
Church and 

we have 
ministry to 
do together. 
We will be 

the Church !” 



New Pastor  
 
We are happy to announce our new pastor will be Rev. John Nash for Mesa View UMC  in Albu-
querque.   
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Now that Lent is coming to a close, it’s time 
to start thinking about VBS! This year, First 
UMC Los Alamos will be involved in two  
vacation Bible schools as a few of us will be 
helping Velarde UMC with their VBS the 
first week of June, then June 23-27 we will 
have our VBS. 
 

On April 8, Carol Mead, Opal Lee Gill and 
Lisa Jo met to get started on our VBS, which 
is “Who Is My Neighbor?” We will be work-
ing with the Missions team to provide  
service opportunities that connect with the 
Food Depot truck on Friday, making  
no-bake cookies on Thursday to provide 
hospitality for Food Depot patrons, and 
we’re still working on Wednesday’s service 
project. 
 

After last year’s 140 attendees, we limited 
this year’s VBS to 10 preschoolers and 30 
elementary aged children in addition to Ark 
enrollees. That means each community 
group will only have 10 children to be es-
corted, which is much more manageable for 
teachers and shepherd. (I am rather pleased 
that two other churches are having their 
VBS the same week!)  
 

So now comes the time when we start  

begging for volunteers. Julie Risch has  

volunteered to take on snack coordination, 

but we still need people willing to lead 

crafts, games, story time as well as shep-

herds to guide the groups around the 

church. Please let Carol know if you’re inter-

ested in working with the preschoolers and 

Lisa Jo know if you’re interested in helping 

with the elementary. 

INTENTIONAL FAITH  
DIRECTOR 
Lisa Jo Bezner 

Inquirer’s Class  
New Study -  

Easter Sunday, April 21 
 
Join the Inquirers Sunday school class as we 
study The Language of God: A Scientist  
Presents Evidence for Belief by Francis Collins.  
Collins, a head of the Human Genome Project 
and former atheist presents a scientific argu-
ment for the existence of God, revealing how 
science can support faith by citing the areas of 
nature that can and cannot be fully explained 
by Darwinian evolution, and sharing a tour of 
the genome to demonstrate how it reflects 
God's purposes.  
 

The study starts Easter Sunday at 9:15 in the 
Ark resource room.  To order a book, contact 
Carol Mead, 662-9475 or cjmead@ansr.biz.  
This is a fragrance free class. 

VBS   June 24-

From the One Board: 
 

The Trustees have been busy getting ready for 
Pastor Nash and his family. They will be fresh-
ening it up with a new coat of paint and new 
carpet.  They have also been making checklists 
for items here at church that need repaired.  
You may have noticed the white patches in the 
hallway that have been repaired waiting for 
paint. 
 

If you see something that needs the attention 
of the trustees there a lime green Work Orders 
that can be filled out and put in the Trustees 
mailbox in the office.  
 

They are looking for members of the congrega-
tion who are interested in helping them on  
sub-committees.  Talk to one of our Trustees to 
find out more.  John Breiner, Landry Milnes 
and Don Siebe. 

       For an update on our ministries check  

 FirstInYourHeart.org 
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ARK UPDATE 
LEARNING IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT… 

SO LET’S PLAY! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Youth from 4th grade to 12th checkout 
website for exciting camp 

 opportunities the summer. 
 

http://sacramentocamp.org/activities-
events/conference-camps 

 

FUMC WELCOME  
CENTER 

 
Have you noticed our new welcome center? When 
you walk into the foyer you will notice the table 
with the white board and bulletin board. The 
schedule for each day is posted with the location of 
the meeting. If there is a change or something new 
we can post it on the white board. There is a dry 
eraser marker there for your convenience. 
 

You will find copies of the Upper Room and the 
church newsletter there too!  

Dr. Dave Ring Publishes  
Book of Devotions 

 

After nearly a decade in the writing, retired 
NM Conference pastor, Dave Ring's first 
book, Reflections 365, is in print and, as of 
March 15th, available on Amazon. It is a 
Bible-based collection of daily reflections 
suitable as an annual daily Devotional 
guide.  Dave seriously doubts it will sup-
plant Oswald Chambers' My Utmost for 
His Highest but nonetheless submits it to 
God's glory. 
 

If anyone is interested in acquiring a copy, 
simply type "Reflections 365 David Z Ring" 
into an Amazon.com search box, and it 
should pop up. 

Spring is in the air!   
 

Our kiddos are excited to get outside play in the sun.  
We are preparing for our annual Easter egg hunt on 
April 17th.  The children will have a great time gath-
ering eggs and doing Easter activities. 
 

We have also opened our Summer 2019 registration 
for summer session on April  1 to the Ark student 
and church families. Registration to the  community 
opens April 15.  There is still time to sign up for our 
summer activities. 
 

In May we have 23 Pre K students who will graduate 
to Kindergarten.  We have a lot to look forward this 
spring!  
Tamryn Clancy  
Ark Director 

UMW send 12 blankets to McCurdy Ministries for 
students in their after school program. 

Early Reg. 
May 15  

 

http://sacramentocamp.org/activities-events/conference-campsC:/Users/churchnews/Documents/Fax
http://sacramentocamp.org/activities-events/conference-campsC:/Users/churchnews/Documents/Fax
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Church Life 

 Meet the Nash Family 
 

We are excited to announce that Pastor John (& Linda) Nash 
recently serving  Mesa View (ABQ) will join us with his family 
(three girls) July 2019.  He has previously served in Melrose 
and House, NM and churches in the Boston area.  John was 
born and grew up in Phoenix and is a graduate of the University 
of New Mexico.  He earned his Master of Divinity from Boston 
University and a Master in Theology, studying the early 
 Methodist movement in America, from Harvard University.  
 
In addition to his church work, John is an avid baseball fan, 
 especially rooting for the New York Yankees (yes, even when 
he lived in Boston).  He is married to Linda who works for the 
Albuquerque Public Schools and they have two children. 
  
What is your favorite food? 
Italian (even though my doctor says I shouldn't) 
  
What is your favorite TV show? 
Watching the New York Yankees 
  
What was your first job? 
Delivering newspapers. 
  
What makes you laugh? 
Comedians (?) 
  
For fun I enjoy? 
Reading, watching baseball, spending time with my family 
  
Favorite scripture passage? 
Micah 6:8 "and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God. 

The Nash Family! 
We look forward to welcoming 

them into our congregation! 

What is your favorite food? 
My favorite food is tacos (although my brain is saying...no, it's chocolate).  Abigail loves pizza, Sa-
mantha loves pasta, and John's go-to is spaghetti. Elizabeth is just starting solid food but when I 
was pregnant she always wanted red chile. 
 
What is your favorite TV show? 
Hmm... first choice would be Guy's Grocery Games followed by HGTV's Property Brothers and 
Love It or List It. Samantha will watch My Little Pony 24/7, if we let her.  John will watch any 
baseball game and goes out of his way to watch his beloved Yankees.  Abigail enjoys watching vid-
eos on YouTube (don't tell her but I've forgotten her favorite YouTuber). 
   

What was your first job? 
My first job was working for my father's software company as a receptionist, "Software Solutions 
Unlimited, this is Linda.  How may I help you?"  My first 'real' job outside of the family business 



 

was at Cliff's Amusement Park back when it was called Uncle Cliff's.  I was a ride operator in  
Kiddie Land and my favorite was driving the train.  
 
What makes you laugh? 
My children make me laugh.  The dog stories my co-workers share. Funny posts on Face-
book.  Elizabeth's giggle makes me laugh. 
 
For fun I enjoy? 
For fun I enjoy starting my day with a walk around the neighborhood, reading historic fiction, 
and napping. 
 
Favorite scripture passage? 
Matthew 7:7 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you. 
 
Samantha and Abigail love doing crafts.  They enjoy playing outside, talking to their friends on 
the phone, roller skating, playing Minecraft, and creating art.  Abigail loves walking our two 
dogs Yogi and Toby.  We also have two cats, Sophia and Scout. Sophia has adopted Samantha as 
her person. 
 
I have two sisters.  Lora is my older sister, she lives in Albuquerque and works at Honey-
well.  Our children were born close together; Samantha is three weeks older than her cousin  
Roman and Abigail is eight days older than Alexandria.  My twin sister, Marianna, is a Special 
Education teacher in Albuquerque although I'm trying to talk her into moving to Los Alamos 
because her son Spencer is going off to college. 
 
I am a professionally certified coach.  I coach teams and individuals around strategic planning 
in my position with Albuquerque Public Schools. I taught middle school math for 20 years, was 
an Instructional Coach for three years and am in my second year with School Accountability 
Support at APS.   
 
I am involved with service work at the Conference (NMAC) including teaching coaching skills in 
workshops around the state,  coaching church leadership teams, and coaching individuals to 
enhance what they have learned at conference sponsored workshops at their local churches.  I 
am on the planning team for Annual Conference and enjoy attending each year.  
 
John and I met at Kinko's.  Well, not actually at Kinko's but because of it.  My twin sister 
worked with his brother, Bob.  Marianna wanted me to go on a date with Bob but when he 
asked why all of her answers pointed to his brother John.  So Marianna and I met Bob and John 
at Il Vicino in January 2000.   John and I met and married in Albuquerque then moved to  
Boston for eight years while John went to seminary at Boston University and continued his  
education in church history at Harvard.  Samantha and Abigail were born when we lived in 
Wellesley, MA.  We returned to NM in 2011, moved to Albuquerque in 2013 and had Elizabeth 
in 2018 
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WELCOME OUR NEW PASTOR 
Cards of welcome to our Rev. John and Linda Nash and his family, 

Samantha 13, Abigail 11, and Elizabeth 5 months. 
Rev. John and Linda Nash 

1701 Lafayette Dr. N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
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Rachel and Dalton Moore  
Join Us for 

Fifth 
 Sunday  

 
March 31 we came 
together once again as 
one body in Christ.  
During our blended 
worship service we 
enjoyed the beautiful 
music of Katie Wein-
land, our praise band 
and the choir.  Rachel 
and Dalton Moore, 

from Overland Mission were able to join us be-
fore they left to go back to Zambia, Africa with 
their new born son, Elliott.   
 

It was great to have Rachel and Dalton share 
about their ministry in Zambia.  She explained 
that the Eastern Providence is about the size of 
Vermont and New Hampshire, the area is di-
vided into 50 chieftains. They train about 38 
chiefs and chaplains leadership skills to help 
them share the gospel of Jesus Christ to their 
fellow tribes people.  Rachel shared that major-
ity of chiefs are turning away from witchcraft 
and turning to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Dalton’s project is “Farming God’s Way”  
teaching them farming skills based on 90% of 
the gospel and 10% farming techniques their 
main purpose is to help the people support 
themselves and empower them so they can 
support themselves long after the Dalton’s are 
gone.   

Our youth and children’s 
S u n d a y  s c h o o l  

classes helped prepare for the potluck for  
setting up chairs, preparing food and drinks.  
The 2-3 year old class backed cookies and 
worked on their lesson while the cookies 
cooked.  They were happy doing their part and 
learning about serving others. Thanks kiddos! 
 
After the service we gathered to pack 12 bins of 
Aaron’s kids lunches which should bring us to 
the end of the school year.  What a great time 
of fellowship and service.  Hope you can join us 
next time! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection for Legal Asylum  
El Calvario UMC in Las Cruces 

MISSIONS 
 

 

We are collecting lunch items for the El Cal-
vari0 UMC in Las Cruces, NM.  Every week they 
help legal asylum seekers connect with sponsor 
families and relatives here in the United States.  
The church provides a stop for them to get a 
rest and food while they church members help 
to arrange transportation to their destination. 
 

The church need travel snack supplies so we are 
helping them with the following items: 

 

*Cheese or peanut butter crackers 
*Cookies  *Trail Mix   *Candy 
*Fruit chews *Raisins *Granola Bars 
*Dried Fruits *Juice Boxes 
 

If you plan to order online please 
consider shipping them to:  

El Calvario UMC 
316 N. Campo 

 Las Cruces, NM 88001 
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April 26 

Martha Circle of the UMW 
 

On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont  
Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, Massachusetts, and or-
ganized the Women's Foreign Missionary Society, what would 
become United Methodist Women. Those women raised money 
to send a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, 
to India as missionaries to serve the women of that nation. 

Since then, for nearly 150 years, 
United Methodist Women has evolved to become the largest  
women's faith-based service and advocacy organization, underwriting 
programs that provide life-changing opportunities for women,  
children and youth. 
 

Martha Circle recreated this evening at their meeting this month.  
Wearing bonnets and scarves to their tea party they all enjoyed look-
ing back at our heritage and how those women began a legacy that is 
ever changing our world in the service of our Lord today. 
 

You are always welcome to join one of our many activities each 
month.  Create & Discover meets the 2nd Thurs. ea. Month and Martha Circle meets the 4th Tues. 
ea. month. You can check the bulletin board for their next meeting. 

Members of the UMW attend the District 
Annual meeting at Central UMC in ABQ. 

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH 

MEN’S KAIROS WEEKEND 
MAY 16-19  

 

The men’s team is preparing for the next 
Kairos weekend in Santa Rosa, NM at the 
Guadalupe County Correctional Institution.  
Nels Hoffman is working on the inside team 
and Camille Wescott is on the outside team 
and they need your help making cookies.   
 

Cookies are given to each person participating 
in the weekend and in the facility.  The guide-
lines for the cookies can be found on our 
church website at FirstInYourHeart.org.  A 
sign up sheet will be out soon so you can sign 
up.   

Diapers/Depends/Feminine 
Hygiene Products 

 
We are collecting these items 

every 3rd Sunday for the 
 patrons of the Food Depot. 

Volunteers to assist patrons to 
their cars are always welcome. 

11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Volunteers come at 10:45 a.m. 

MAY 5, 2019 

Save the Date 

May 19, 2019 Noon 

 

UMW will host our annual Potluck lunch 

celebrating our High School Seniors. 

Ham and Rolls provided.  

Bring a dish and celebrate our Grads. 

FirstInYourHeart.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 

715 Diamond Drive 

Los Alamos, NM 
Phone: 505-662-6277 

STAFF  

Rev. Steve Trout ext. 101 

revstrout@gmail.com 

*** 

Lisa Jo Bezner, ext. 103 

DirFaithDev@lafumc.org 

*** 

Valerie Collins  

Music Traditional Service 

DirMusic@lafumc.org 

*** 

Steve Judd 

Music Contemporary Service 

sjudd3172@gmail.com 

*** 

Tamryn Clancy ext. 105 

arkdirector@lafumc.org 

*** 

Debra Youngblood  ext. 102 

office@lafumc.org 

***** 

Julie Risch  ext. 104 

ChurchNews@lafumc.org 

Send articles for  
submission to  
ChurchNews 
@lafumc.org  

or drop off at the 
church office by 

12th of each month. 

We do not cease 
to give thanks 

for you as we  
remember you  
in our prayers. 
Ephesians 1:16 
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Church Phone> 

505.662.6277 
 

Ark Phone> 

505.662.4822 
 

Pastor Steve’s Cell> 

575.921.4081 

Do you know someone who would like to at-
tend our service but, needs a ride to church? 
Share-a-Ride is here to help them worship. We 
have church volunteers willing to share a ride, 
with them to our church service.  If you need 
a ride or want to volunteer to drive leave a 
m e s s a g e  w i t h  K a y  R e i s w i g ,  
662-7988. Contact cards or magnets are availa-
ble in the Foyer. 

Hodgson, Mark 1-Apr 

Risch, Julie 2-Apr 

Leschnitzer, Linda 2-Apr 

Granzow, Kim 3-Apr 

Wescott, Camille 7-Apr 

Collins, Sean 7-Apr 

Benner, David 9-Apr 

Casperson, Don 9-Apr 

Woodward, Carson 10-Apr 

Aslin, Michelle 13-Apr 

Collins, Sean 14-Apr 

Hinojosa, Cathy 16-Apr 

Siebe, David 17-Apr 

Janecky, David 17-Apr 

Courtright, Mary 18-Apr 

Keller, Mary 21-Apr 

Varela, Tina 21-Apr 

Wescott, Abigail 25-Apr 

Janecky, Gregg 22-Apr 

Siebe, Kathy 23-Apr 

Rousculp, Camille 23-Apr 

Morris, Randy 25-Apr 

Wescott, Abigail 25-Apr 

Hollowell, David 28-Apr 

  

Beery, Jana 2-May 

DeVries, Fred 3-May 

Eaton, Hunter 3-May 

Jason Trimmer 4-May 

Hinojosa, Hector 5-May 

Ricketts, Tom 6-May 

Deborah Trimmer 11-May 

Collom, Brent 12-May 

Wescott, Brad 12-May 

Jones, Ronald 13-May 

Noah Morgan 15-May 

Brodnax, Edward 15-May 

Dare, Hunter 20-May 

Varela, Imari 23-May 

Beery, Kyle 27-May 

Eaton,Walker 29-May 

Carnes, Jay 31-May 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Share a Ride 


