
    In this Issue: 

     
Click Here to 

find out how to 

sign –up 

 

Trout Lines— 

October 2018 Volume VI, Issue VIII 

In the  

Way of  Grace 
SPECIAL DATES 

COMING UP 
 

October 7 
World Communion  

Sunday 
 

Pastor Steve's Study 
Sunday’s October 

5:00 p.m. 
 

October 20 
9a.m.-Noon 

Churchwide Work Day 
 

Nov. 4 
All Saint’s Day 

 

In the Fall of 2011, I was asked to serve on the 
McCurdy Board of Trustees as the Bishop’s  
representative to the Board.  I knew of McCurdy 
Schools of Northern New Mexico.  I had even 

preached at their Religious Emphasis Week in the early 
‘80’s.  I had no idea of what I was getting into.  Serving on this Board for 
the past 7 years has been the hardest and most exciting experience of my 
career.   
 

The hard part first.  In 2011 McCurdy had just decided to turn a 95 year 
old institution from a Mission School into a state Charter school.  I was 
not part of that decision, but I was and am a part of every decision since 
then.  The school was losing enrollment and cost were escalating.  Then 
the state ruled that many of the buildings had to come up to modern 
standards or be closed or replaced.  The costs were astronomical.  The  
decision was made to create the Charter School and rent the facilities to 
the school.  The State of New Mexico paid the rent and the rent could then 
be used to build the new facilities.  We could then surround the school 
with ministry. 
 

For the next 5 years we were landlords of the McCurdy Charter School 
and wrangled with the State education agencies, architects, contractors 
and funding institutions to try to get the school into a new building.  The 
Board’s focus was dominated with these issues rather than the ministry of 
serving the children of the community.  We still had the pre-school,  
Project Carino, after school programing, and Camp Stars; but our focus 
was on buildings.  Frustrating!  And there were so many questions from 
donors about what our ministry was going to be now that McCurdy was a 
Charter School.  Contributions waned. 
 

When the new building was under construction we began the process of  
re-visioning our future.  This is where it got exciting.  By this time 
McCurdy was 100 years old.  We reviewed our legacy: the first school, the 
first fire department, the first hospital, the first nursing program, the first 
gymnasium; a lot of first.  There was a common theme: see the needs in 
the community and find a way to meet them.  After a lot of soul searching, 
prayer and discussion our vision emerged: “McCurdy  
Ministries Community Center creates hope and empowers the lives of 
children, youth, adults and families through education, life skills and faith
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 ARK UPDATE 

-based programs in Espanola, New Mexico.”   
 

Notice that the vision changes our name and reorients our ministry.  We are no longer a school but 
a community center that educates and reaches out to the community.  We still focus on children 
and youth but now extend our ministry to their whole family.  We cooperate with any organization 
that shares our vision and goals rather than duplicating existing programs.  We are repurposing 
our campus to fit our new vision and ministries.  And, because the restraints and time lines of the 
state have disappeared, we now have the time to raise the money to refurbish and repurpose old 
buildings.  Now, with a new vision the costs are no longer daunting but look very possible.   
 

I believe that McCurdy Ministries is now a model for any Church or faith-based institution that 
needs to revision its future.  It is possible!  Rather than go on hospice, die and leave nothing but a 
legacy, McCurdy decided to live and vision a new future based on its legacy.  I no longer dread 
Board meetings.  Instead, I look forward to hearing and planning how we are going to live into our 
new future.  You can be a part of that new future through the Creating Hope, Changing Lives  
capital campaign.  This campaign will remodel and repurpose the Elementary School building into 
the Children’s Ministry Center.  It is a big step toward our vision becoming reality. 
 
Your Friend and Servant in Christ, 
Steve 

 

 
 

 
 
Hi my name is Tamyrn  (Tammie) Clancy and I’m the current 
Interim Director for the Ark. I have been an employee of the 
Ark since January 2008 and for the past 2 years I have been the 
lead teacher for our Pre-K class.  I am a lifelong resident of Los 
Alamos and am currently raising my 2 children (Jayson and  
Logan) in our community.  I have been a member of The United 

Church of Los Alamos since I was a child and both of my boys and I were baptized there. I’d love to 
meet everyone so please stop by the office to introduce yourself! 
 
This month the Ark plans to participate in the Trick-or-Treat on Main Street and will handout  
candy to trick-or-treaters as they pass.  We will also have our annual Costume Parade on Oct. 31 
and have the children treat-or –trick around the church.  The children always love dressing up and 
seeing all the church volunteers who dress up and pass out candy. We like to ask the church for 
help with bags of candy for Trick-or-Treat on Main Street, you can bring the bags to the Ark office 
and place them in the blue bin.  We’d loved to have church members come in and dress up to hand 
out candy for our parade.  For more details on the parade give me a call. 
 
Thanks again for all your ! 
  
Sincerely, 
 Tammie Clancy  
 Interim Ark Director 
 arkdirector@lafumc.org 
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Learning is not a spectator sport. . .  
  So let’s play! 

Ways to help: 
 Donations of Candy 
 Dress up to hand out treats 

for costume parade Oct. 31 
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Before I went to seminary, my church took part in a Spiritual Gifts Inventory much 
like a Myers-Briggs test. Instead of coming up with a four-letter code, we were 
matched up to the 20 gifts in the letters of Paul which included roles like teacher, 
preacher, prophet, etc.  As anyone who has taken the Myers-Briggs or similar per-
sonality knows, you often find yourself wavering back and forth on some answers 
depending on your mood.   

 

Years ago I did a different type of gift assessment. I traced one of my shoes, reduced 
it 75% than copied it onto green paper and cut the feet out to put into the bulletin. 

Each person was instructed to write the things they liked to do, their hobbies or interests they had. The 
next week we had red feet and they wrote what kept them from doing the things that made them happy. 
 

One person wrote something that had me completely stumped. He was a former science teacher who col-
lected deceased animals, put their skeletons into tanks with maggots that cleaned the bones, then reas-
sembled the skeletons for classrooms and museums. Odd hobby, right? 
What made it really unusual was a few months later, we did a seven-part class called Harry Potter in the 
Muggle World. He portrayed a Care of Magical Creatures professors for the second session where he ex-
plained his process and how the snakes’ skeleton would allow a basilisk to travel through pipes.  
 

If I had repeated the Spiritual Gifts Inventory, I would have discovered he had the personality of a teach-
er, which I already knew. But he really came alive while teaching the kids about something he loved. And 
they loved it. 
 

In July I had an unsuccessful hunt for ice cream. In some parts of the country, every town has a little ice 
cream stand that’s only open for summer. Talking about that hunt with Julie and Debra and remember-
ing making ice cream with our grandparents, we came up with the idea to have the Sunday school kids 
make ice cream on the fifth Sunday. The Gabels and Meads brought in their ice cream makers and Carol 
Mead led the ice cream making. 
 

A similar conversation led to the idea to bake muffins for the fifth Sunday in September. Kathy Siebe 
agreed to lead the baking. What she doesn’t realize is she was asked because when I moved here she sup-
plied me with high altitude baking directions for chocolate chip cookies. In the same way Peggy Goldman 
and Debbie Trimmer were asked to teach knitting as the first part of Adopt-A-Grandparent on the third 
Thursday of the month. In January, we’ll switch what we’re learning. 
 

To me having a gift means you get enjoyment out of it, it’s something you are passionate about and what 
to share with others. You may consider this an invitation or a warning: If you tell me something you are 
passionate about, I will find a way to use it. 

INTENTIONAL FAITH DIRECTOR 
Lisa Jo Bezner 

ONE BOARD REPORT: 
 

Churchwide Work Day will be on  

Sat., October 20 from 9 a.m.-Noon. 
 

We need full participation from church 
members to come out and help us  

winterize and make repairs.        For an update on our ministries check  

 FirstInYourHeart.org 



 

 

Growing Disciples 
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Searching for a Way Forward 
 

In just 5 months-February 2109-the General Conference of the United  
Methodist Church will meet in special session to decide how we will interact 
with the LGBTQ community within the Church. Every church within the  
connection is asked to study the possibilities and their impact on their local sit-
uation.  Pastor Steve is leading a study/discussion of the issues on the four 

Sundays in October at 5 p.m. Come and join Pastor Steve as we come together to study 
“Searching for a Way Forward”. 
 
Oct. 7       Overview of the Issues   Oct. 21    Way Forward Issues 
Oct. 14    Digging Deep Into the Scriptures  Oct. 28    How Do We as Christians Respond 
 

Join Pastor Steve Sundays in October at 5:00 p.m.  
If you need childcare please contact Lisa Jo at dirfaithdev@lafumc.org. 

 Inquirer’s Class Begins
  

“The Book of Joy” 
 
Come join the Inquirers Sunday school 
class as we study The Book of  Joy, Lasting 
Happiness in a Changing World.  Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureates His Holiness the  
Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
have survived more than 50 years of exile 

and the soul-crushing violence of oppression.  Despite their 
hardships, or as they would say, because of them, they are 
two of the most joyful people on the planet.  Celebrating  
together His Holiness’s 80th birthday they created what they 
hoped would be a gift for others and answer a question: How 
do we find joy in the face of suffering?   By the end of a week 
filled with laughter and punctuated with tears, these two 
global heroes had stared into the abyss and despair of our 
times and revealed how to live a life brimming with joy. 
 

We will start our study on October 7.   
 

Contact Carol Mead, 662-9475, cjmead@ansr.biz, to 
order a book.  The class meets in the Ark resource 
room and is a fragrance free class. 

Ethnic Breads for 
World Communion 

Sunday 
October 7th  

 

One of the ways our church 
celebrates World Communion 
Sunday is through our tradi-
tion of serving ethnic breads 
from around the world at the 

communion table.   If you 
would like to provide one of 

these breads, call Carol Mead, 
662-9475. 
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Third Graders Receive 
Bibles 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and 
a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 

 
August 26 our rising 3rd  

graders received Bibles, with a 
custom cover and bookmark.  

We congratulate these  
students and pray for them as 

they continue to grow in 
knowledge and wisdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Share-a-Ride 
“Being God’s Hands and Feet” 

 

This a new facet of our ministry to provide transportation to 
church for those in need.  As our congregation gets older and life 
goes on, there are those who find themselves not able to drive. 
They still have the desire to worship but have no way to get there. 
Share-a-Ride is is there to help them along with those who find 
themselves temporarily unable to drive. 
 

Kay Reiswig has generously volunteered to co-ordinate this effort. 
We are grateful for those who have already signed up to be on a 
list of volunteers to drive. Anyone who needs a ride can give Kay a 
call and she will connect you with a driver who will bring you to 
church. Wheelchairs have been generously donated by Mary Keller 
and Kay Reiswig.  Our ushers are willing to assist you from the 
parking lot. Call Julie Risch for an usher to meet you, (863)447-
1748. 

Share-a-Ride 
 

Connecting  
members for 

 Worship 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations it’s a girl! 
 

Isla Indiana Schulze  
 Born Sept. 12 - 6 lbs 14 oz. 

 
Peter, Emily and big brother James. 

 
 

For a Ride Contact: 
Kay Reiswig 

(505)662-7988 home 
(505)670-5616 cell 
Leave a message. 

 

FUMC office: 
662-6277 

 



 

   
Mission Report from  

Ann LePage 
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In September the Missions Committee 
voted to send $1000 each to: L.A> Fami-
ly Council, Hope Pregnancy, McCurdy 
Ministries and L.A. Cares. We will evalu-
ate in our next meeting whether or not to 

add Self Help to a monthly donation schedule.  
 

Due to the recent hurricane and flooding in North and 
South Carolina, UMCOR will be providing aid to those  
areas. People wishing to donate to their general fund 
should use Advance # 901670, or to give to the  
various supply kits, use Advance # 901440. 
 

Our church will be sponsoring a mission trip to  
El Cavario UMC in southern New Mexico, October 16-18. 
We will take down the church clothing donations as well as 
another check to help with their mission work with the  
asylum seekers. We will be there Tuesday through Thurs-
day to help the families arriving and preparing to go to 
their families/sponsors in the U.S.  

Thank you to all who donated money and 
items for the El Cavario mission project. 

If you are interested in going on 
the Mission trip to El Cavario in 

Las Cruces, come to the Missions 
meeting Oct. 9 at 6 p.m. or call 

Ann LePage, 662-8912. 

Fifth Sunday, September 29 
 

We had a great turn out for our Fifth Sunday Worship our blended service featured our choir and praise band.  
The youth help by greeting everyone and setting up for the potluck. The children’s Sunday school classes 

baked us a yummy treat, raisin muffins. Thank you everyone for help in making this a special day. 
 

We also packed 9 bins for Aaron’s kids. 



 

        
United Skates       Baby Bundles 

     Collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Winter Coat Drive for  
  Food Depot Patrons 
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Fall is in the air and soon the cold winds of winter will 
be upon us.  Once a month we have 100 plus patrons 
face the elements waiting in line for their turn to  
receive food from the food truck. Many of these people 
don’t have a warm jacket to keep them warm. 
 
As you prepare for winter think about donating a jack-
et or coat for the Food Truck patrons.  We will have 
these coats out on the 4th Friday of the month,  when 
the truck comes, and offer these to those who need a 
coat or jacket to take with them.  Men’s and Women’s 
coats and jackets are needed you can bring them by 
the church. 
 
If you’d like to come and help the patrons shop for 
food stop by on the forth Friday at 11 a.m.  The next 
truck is October 26th.  

10 lbs flour           10 lbs sugar 

Dried beans  Crisco 

Canned meats  Crackers 

Peanut butter  Bisquick  

Cornmeal-Masa  Mac & cheese 

Oatmeal   Rice 

 Spaghetti & sauce 

NO GLASS CONTAINERS 

 
Collection in November. 

Once again this year we 
will be doing the Christ-
mas boxes for the Me-
danales community in De-

cember.  One component of that project is 
the food boxes which will begin collecting in 
November.  Below is listed the items we 
need if you want to start stocking up when 
you see a sale. 
 
Thank you for your generous support on 
this project it really changes the lives of the 

Thanks for your generous 
Baby Bundle donations. 

Sept. 7 Opening Night  

United Skates kicked off another season on September 7 
with a great turn out.  Many families and students came to 
enjoy an evening of skating.  Thanks to Don Casperson and 
youth helpers. 

Coming 
Soon! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST 

CHURCH 
 

715 Diamond Drive 

Los Alamos, NM 
Phone: 505-662-6277 

STAFF  

Rev. Steve Trout ext. 101 

revstrout@gmail.com 

*** 

Lisa Jo Bezner, ext. 103 

DirFaithDev@lafumc.org 

*** 

Valerie Collins  

Music Traditional Service 

DirMusic@lafumc.org 

*** 

Steve Judd 

Music Contemporary Service 

sjudd3172@gmail.com 

*** 

Tamryn Clancy ext. 105 

arkdirector@lafumc.org 

*** 

Debra Youngblood  ext. 102 

office@lafumc.org 

***** 

Julie Rich  ext. 104 

ChurchNews@lafumc.org Send articles for  
submission to  
ChurchNews 
@lafumc.org  

or drop off at the 
church office by 

20th of each month. 

We do not cease 
to give thanks 

for you as we  
remember you  
in our prayers. 
Ephesians 1:16 

Volume VI  Issue VIII 
In a universe filled with God’s wonders, 

there is only one unique you. 

This birthday wish celebrates everything  

about the way God made you 

 and how deeply He cares  

about every dream in your heart. 

Church Phone> 

505.662.6277 
 

Ark Phone> 

505.662.4822 
 

Pastor Steve’s Cell> 

575.921.4081 

Find us on Facebook: 
First UMC Los Alamos 
@FirstinYourHeart 

Gabel, Dan 1-Oct 

Mader, Emma Jean 1-Oct 

Sollid, Jon 1-Oct 

Carnes, Cory 2-Oct 

Hundley, Michael 2-Oct 

Hoffman, Nelson 4-Oct 

Courtright, Geniece 8-Oct 

Van Winkle, Jacob 8-Oct 

Van Winkle, Jamie 9-Oct 

Carnes, Deana 10-Oct 

Breiner, Megan 12-Oct 

Rousculp, Susannah 12-Oct 

Goldman, Peggy 13-Oct 

Hiteman, Annette 14-Oct 

Zickert, Don 14-Oct 

Barefield II, James 15-Oct 

Collom, Gerald 18-Oct 

Hodgson, Susan 20-Oct 

Trimmer, Deb 20-Oct 

Leschnitzer, Ella 22-Oct 

Collins, Andrew 25-Oct 

David Trimmer 25-Oct 

Knapp, Charles 30-Oct 

For Those Who Walked With Us  
 

For those who walked with us,  
This is a prayer. 
 

For those who have gone ahead, 
This is a blessing. 
 

For those who touched and tended us, 
Who lingered with us while they lived,  
This is thanksgiving. 
 

For those who journey still with us in the shadows 
of awareness, 
In the crevices of memory, 
In the landscape of our dreams,  
This is a benediction. 
 
@Jan L. Richardson. jrichardson.com 

Sunday, Nov. 4th 
We will light a candle 

in remembrance of those 
who have gone before. 


